Chapter II
ORIGIN OF THE ANGLO-AMERICANS, AND ITS IMPORTANCE
IN   RELATION   TO   THEIR  FUTURE   CONDITION
... IF we were able to go back to the elements of
states, and to examine the oldest monuments of their
history, I doubt not that we should discover the primal
cause of the prejudices, the habits, the ruling passions,
and, in short, of all that constitutes what is called the
national character : we should then find the explana-
tion of certain customs which now seem at variance
with the prevailing manners ; of such laws as conflict
with established principles; and of such incoherent
opinions as are here and there to be met with in
society, like those fragments of broken chains which
we sometimes see hanging from the vault of an edifice,
and supporting nothing. This might explain the
destinies of certain nations which seem borne on by
an unknown force to ends of which they themselves
are ignorant. But hitherto facts have been wanting
to researches of this kind : the spirit of inquiry has
only come upon communities in their latter days ;
and when they at length contemplated their origin,
time had already obscured it, or ignorance and pride
adorned it with truth-concealing fables.
America is the only country in which it has been
possible to witness the natural and tranquil growth
of society, and where the influence exercised on the
future condition of states by their origin is clearly
distinguishable. At the period when the peoples of
Europe landed in the New World their national
characteristics were already completely formed ; each
of them had a physiognomy of its own; and as they
had already attained that stage of civilization at which
men are led to study themselves, they have trans-
mitted to us a faithful picture of their opinions, their
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